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.Sounds Just^Like.'S6 TO eS : "SeseJVlovie S ' 


fc About 500 Washington Correspondents . 
[ were polled recently on which federal, 
j agency’s public information office pro- 
vides them "with the maximum amount 
fof usable information." Justice won. But 
( the CIA - which has no public information 
j* office, finished dh. a .'third-place tie with 
j the White. .House and, .State Department) w 
A curious reporter followed through. 


f 


by calljng CIA— -t he number, is in the 
\ phone book." ' ■■ 

h- 7 S this P ubIic ^formation?" V : 
j' "This is Commander Moran.” 
f "Commander Moran, have you heard; 
l CI A i* e d for third as the most helpful! 

| agency to newsmen?" : .;'j 

\ . 'No, I didn’t. This is news to me." , 
"Are you pleased?” • ' T- 

"I don’t know whether I am or not . 


■•T.v „T r hl ® we re unable to comment’ on." 

. Wel1, docs CIA turn out any press ; 

; . releases, or do you conduct press tours 

■ ■ Or^ anything like that?" ... ,4 

■ "This we’re unable to comment on.V v) 

■ ' . H ° w J?ng baye^p^beeij^aiji^ling this \ 

Hlob, 1 Commandec?y,i,H ‘5 

‘‘About. 'a- year.’! • .-J$ 

. . Where’s the man who had the job 4 
before you?" ' ' 


on. 


’^This we’re, unable to comment 
■ rie s still with . the agency/* ■ -■ *?jj 

"Okay, Commander, thank you." ■ $ 
. "Just a minute. Do you mind telling ') 
: . me where you got this information? . M 
V ,fi ,d y™ *» And .your «! 


- «*«•* ituv . . 

Well, I am, personally, because we're in ■ 
.rsucb a difficult position . . . Most of the'-?: 
i..time all; we can say is ‘No ' Comment’.” ■ 
What kind of information are you able 
I *° Sfy e ?• Can you say how many people 
t,work at CIA, for instance?" 




again?" 

;■ The reporter. told him and said goocl/l ’ 
T! T b . y * ' A Jw minute, later, the phone rang.'.l 
; V ft was Commander Moran, asking if the I 
• reporter worked there. A colleague said ' 
yes, bun when the reporter picked up the \ 

, receiver there was a click. Just like 'in ' 
the , movies.—The 'New Republic. • 
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